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‘Oscars’ are won at glittering night for Highland tourism industry 

top award goes to Gavin Ellis of Knockomie House Hotel at Forres

Published: 21/11/2009

Leading Highlands and islands tourism operators celebrated at a glittering annual awards ceremony in Inverness last night. 

Business people from across the sector were recognised for their exceptional quality of service and for their innovation.

A total of 25 businesses were shortlisted in various categories for the industry’s “northern Oscars,” the Highland and Islands Tourism Awards.

And the top prize of Ambassador of the Year went to Gavin Ellis of the Knockomie House Hotel in Forres.

The prizes were presented at a gala dinner at the city’s Drumossie Hotel by Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond. Dunoon’s Majestic Line cruise firm won Best Visitor Experience.

Castletown Heritage Society, Thurso, received the award for Community Tourism Initiative.

The Crown Estate, Tomintoul, won the Green Award and the honours for Most Entrepreneurial Business went to Sonas Hospitality, Sleat, on Skye.

Craig Ewan, general manager of the Kingsmills Hotel in Inverness won the Leadership Award.

The Developing People award went to The Lovat, Fort Augustus, whose Caroline Gregory also won the Young Ambassador of the Year.

Hebridean Luxury Holidays on Lewis collected the Marketing Initiative award.

The Highland Dining Out Experience was won by Toravaig House Hotel, Skye.

And to round up a good night for them, the Customer Care Award went to the Knockomie Hotel in Forres.

Read more: http://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/Article.aspx/1492442#ixzz0okDOtSlr
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Leading Highlands and islands tourism operators celebrated at a glittering annual awards ceremony in Inverness last night. 


Business people from across the sector were recognised for their exceptional quality of service and for their innovation.


A total of 25 businesses were shortlisted in various categories for the industry’s “northern Oscars,” the Highland and Islands Tourism Awards.


And the top prize of Ambassador of the Year went to Gavin Ellis of the Knockomie House Hotel in Forres.


The prizes were presented at a gala dinner at the city’s Drumossie Hotel by Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond. Dunoon’s Majestic Line cruise firm won Best Visitor Experience.


Castletown Heritage Society, Thurso, received the award for Community Tourism Initiative.


The Crown Estate, Tomintoul, won the Green Award and the honours for Most Entrepreneurial Business went to Sonas Hospitality, Sleat, on Skye.


Craig Ewan, general manager of the Kingsmills Hotel in Inverness won the Leadership Award.


The Developing People award went to The Lovat, Fort Augustus, whose Caroline Gregory also won the Young Ambassador of the Year.


Hebridean Luxury Holidays on Lewis collected the Marketing Initiative award.


The Highland Dining Out Experience was won by Toravaig House Hotel, Skye.


And to round up a good night for them, the Customer Care Award went to the Knockomie Hotel in Forres.
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